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How to Re-Direct Mobile Visitors
to Your Library’s Mobile App

One of the easiest ways to get your Library’s App in the
hands of your patrons is to set up a “redirect” on your
website which will sense when a user is on a mobile
device and prompt them to select between your Mobile
App and your regular desktop website. Doing so ensures
a better experience tailored to the patron’s device. For
example, an iPhone user will almost surely rather use your
iPhone app than your website. We will make it easy for
you to give them what they want!

Your webmaster probably knows how to make routine
changes to your Library’s website. The instructions below
assume you are hosted on an FTP accessible web server

and should help him or her set up this mobile redirect.

CAUTION:
BEFORE PERFORMING ANY OF THESE STEPS WE
RECOMMEND THAT YOU HAVE BACKUP FILES
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First thing you need to do is to check to ensure that your
host is utilizing Apache webserver and that the mod_
rewrite module is enabled. Once you have you have that
verification, you can continue to the next step.

You need to do is to login to the FTP server where your
Library’s website is being hosted. You will need a host
address, username and password. If you don’t have them,
ask your server administrator.

Open your FTP client of choice or download a popular
FileZilla FTP client from:

www.filezilla-project.org/download.php
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Step 4 After successful installation of FileZilla put credentials

from step one into inputs on the top of the app “host”,

— “username” and “password” (leave “port” empty) and click
“quick connect”.

t

Local site: |,stels;‘sebastian,fDe sktop/ Remote site:

| Filename # | Filesize | Filetype | Last modified
[
. FileZilla.app Directary 08/07/2013 21-..
6,148 File 09/05/2013 17-..

0 File 08/25/2012 03:..

1,210,704 File 06/24/2013 18:..

[ | Filezilla_3.7.3.. 5,644,538 bz2-file 09/05/2013 17-..
|:| Screen Shot 2. 225,813 Portable Netw... 09/05/2013 17-..
[ ] find.gif 875,451 GIF Picture 09/05/2013 12-..

prrr—

| Filename | Filesize | Filetype | Last

1 Per

Not connected to any server

6 files and 1 directory. Total size: 7,962,654 bytes Not connected.

| Server/Local file | Direction | Remote file Size | Priority | Status

Queued files J Failed transfers l Successful transfers

@@ Queue: empty
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Step 5 We need to create a simple form page to present the
patron with the option of downloading your mobile app

or going directly to your desktop page. Here is sample
HTML for this page.

Bl <:itlc-AHML - Mobile

Download Mobile App</a>

Desktop site

£+ M Share [1 AirPreview

Step 6 Open your code editor or simple Notepad and paste
(CTRL + V) bellow code.




boopsie EJEI How to Re-Direct Mobile Visitors
I\Libraries

to Your Library’s Mobile App




boopsie
INLibraries

Step 7

Step 8

EJEI How to Re-Direct Mobile Visitors
to Your Library’s Mobile App

You will need your mobile app’s ‘code’ which your Boopsie
representative can provide.

For example for “St. Charles Public Library” the code is
“stepl” and the resulting link you will need is
“stcpl.boopsie.com”

For “Arlington Heights Memorial Library” it’s ‘ahml’ and
the resulting link you will need is “ahml.boopsie.com”.

Edit the above file using your code editor or simple Notepad:

A) Replace “MOBILE_URL_HERE” with the URL to your to
your mobile app’s URL.

B) Replace “SITE_URL_HERE” with your site URL. e.qg.
www.stcpl.org

C) Save this file as “rederict.php”
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Step 9

Now go back to your FTP and upload the file.

(- Ne N3] New site — FileZilla

Connected to

Starting download of [var/www/index.php

cd "fvar /www"

New directory is: "jvar/www /"

get “index.php" */Users/sebastian/Desktop/index.php”

remote: /varfwww/index.php => local fUsers/sebastian/Desktop/index.php
File transfer successful, transferred 730 bytes in 1 second

Local site: |jUsers,’sebastian!Desktop,f Remote site: |,"var,fwww1

| Filename ™ ] Filesize | Filetype | Last modified 2 plugins
v W var
le 09/05/2013 1 B W

4¥ Add files to queue  Filename | Filesize | Filetype | Last modified | Permissions
| | changelog.txt 68 ASCIl Text 08/27/2013... -rw-r--r--
Open | | content.php 349 php-file 08/27/2013... -rw-r-
Edit |:| footer.php 1,091 php-file 08/27/2013... -rw-r-
Create directory |:| front-page.php 581 php-file 08/27/2013... -rw-r--r—-
Refresh |:| functions.php 6,529 php-file 08/27/2013... -rw-r-
|:| header.php 4,799 php-file 09/04/2013... -rw-r-
Delete || index.php 730 php-file  08/27/2013... -rw-r--r--
Rename [ license.txt 15,039 ASCIl Text 08/27/2013.. -rw-r-
|| readme.txt 124 ASCI Text D0B/27/2013.. -rw-r-
|:| screenshot.png 28,271 Portable N... 08/27/2013... -rw-r--r—-
|:| style.css 18,882 css-file 08/27/2013... -rw-r--r—-

Selected 1 file. Total size: 4,781 bytes Selected 1 file. Total size: 730 bytes

| ServerflLocal file | Direction | Remote file Size | Priority | Status I

Queued files l Failed transfers J Successful transfers (2)

& el Queue: empty LA
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Now we need to make sure you can see all hidden files.
Select the “Server” from the top menu and then select
“Force showing Hidden Files”.

Now you need check to see if you have an “.htaccess”
file. It should be in the root directory of your website files
if you have one. It is possible you may not have one. That
is ok. We will create it in the next few steps. If you find
one, download it to your Desktop and open in Notepad or
any other code editor.

Copy bellow code:
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MOBILE_URL_HERE
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SITE_URL_HERE

Step 12 Edit the “.htaccess” file by replacing “MOBILE_URL _

HERE” with the URL to your mobile website (you did the
same with redirect.php file) and “SITE_URL_HERE” with
your regular site address.
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If you do not have an “.htaccess” file save the file as
Step 13 “.htaccess” on your Desktop and upload it.

If you have an “.htaccess” file, open it and paste the
previously edited content to the top of the file and save it.
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Now go back to your FTP and upload .htaccess file to the
server as you did with redirect.php

Open your library’s home page (i.e. if you are Arlington
Heights Memorial Library, type in your home page, “www.
ahml.info”, on your mobile device browser, NOT the
simple form page URL) and double check that everything
works.



